Lack of pharmacokinetic interaction between pantoprazole and diclofenac.
The new H+/K+ ATPase inhibitor pantoprazole is extensively metabolized by the liver. As substituted benzimidazoles may potentially interact with the cytochrome P450 system, the influence of pantoprazole on the pharmacokinetics of the NSAID diclofenac was investigated. Diclofenac is widely used in the treatment of rheumatic diseases and is mainly metabolized in the liver by CYP2C9. Twenty-four healthy volunteers (13 male/11 female) completed a randomized crossover study. As test they received orally 40 mg pantoprazole and concomitantly 100 mg diclofenac. As respective references 100 mg diclofenac or 40 mg pantoprazole were given alone. Diclofenac and pantoprazole serum concentrations were measured. Lack of pharmacokinetic interaction was handled as an equivalence problem. The 90% confidence intervals (CI) of the ratios of the primary characteristic AUC and the secondary characteristic Cmax of diclofenac were entirely within the equivalence range of 0.8-1.25. Hence, no influence of pantoprazole on the pharmacokinetics of diclofenac was concluded, either by competition with the CYP2C9 or by the reduction of gastric acid secretion. Vice versa, diclofenac did not affect the pharmacokinetics of pantoprazole. All treatments were safe and well tolerated. No dose adjustment is required during concomitant treatment with diclofenac and pantoprazole.